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EVER 
. Not lone ago, the question went from 


this beautiful stanza, 


“Here in the body pent, 
Absent from him I roam; 
Yet nightly pitch my moving tent 
A day’s march ‘nearer home.” 

It was the Knickerbocker Magazine, we 

believe, which first. proposed the question. 
The newspapers took it. up and repeated it, 
but ay the trouble to answer it. 
. The hymn io which it occurs is altered 
from , Montgowery. 
from which, the stanzas of the hymn are 
selected and adapted, was obviously not de- 
signed for ordinary use in public worship; 
its length, and, to some extent, its struc- 
ture, being inconsistent with that use. But 
as a poem—a sacred lyric if you please—it 
is one of the most admirable in the whole 
extent of our evangelical literature. If set 
to music by a competent composer, and fitly 
performed, it would be better than many an 
oratorio. 


FOR EVER WITH THE LORD. 


“For ever with the Lord,” 
‘Amen! So let it be! 
_ Life from the dead is in that word; 
’Tis immortality. 
Here in the body pent, 
_- Absent from him I roam; 
Yet nightly pitch my moving tent 
A day’s march nearer home. 


My Father’s house on high, 
Home of my soul, how near 
At times, to faith’s aspiring eye, 
Thy golden gates appear ! 

Ah, then my spirit faints 
To reach the land I love; 

The bright inheritance of saints, 
Jerusalem above. 


Yet doubts still intervene, 
And all my comfort flies: 
Like Noah’s dove I flit between 
Rough seas and stormy skies. 
Anon the clouds depart, 
The winds and waters cease ; 
While sweetly, o’er my gladdened heart, 
Expands the bow of peace. 


For ever with the Lord!” 
Father, if ’tis thy will, 
The promise of thy gracious word, 
E’en here to me fulfil. 
- Be thou at my right hand, 
So shall I never fail; 
Uphold me, and I needs must stand ; 
Fight, and I shall prevail. 


GREAT AWAKENING IN SWEDEN 
AND NORWAY. 


_ The Rev. Dr. Robert Baird, in writing 
to the New York Observer on the subject, 
Bays: 

_ The intelligence from Norway and Swe- 
den respecting the progress of Evangelical 
Christianity is eminently cheering. Great 
changes have come over Sweden since my 
first visit to that country. At that day 

836) there were 140,000 distilleries in 
that country alone, and the yearly consump- 
tion of brandy (whiskey made from the 
Irish potato) was between forty and fifty 
millions of gallons! A good deal has been 
done to circulate the sacred. Scriptures, and 
something to publish religious tracts; but 
far more has been done for both since. At 
that time the state of Evangelichl religion 
was deplorably low. Out of more than 
8000 pastors, it was not known that 30 or 
40 manifested any zeal in behalf of spirit- 
ual Christianity, a large portion of the rest 
Ling just such ministers as Rowland Hill 
described in his Village Dialogues. But 
now the number of distillers is probably not 
one-third part, perhaps not a fourth part, as 
great as it was-then. Even in 1846 the 
number had declined from 140,000 to 70,- 
000! And as to the number of Evangeli- 
cal ministers in the Established Church, it 
was estimated, at the time of my last visit 
(in 1857), to be between 300 and 400. It 
is greater now. Besides this, there are 
now 30 or 40 Baptist ministers who preach 
the gospel in 60 or 80 places, and the mem- 
bers of whose churches are counted by thou- 
sands. 

During the last twelve months a most 
extensive and glorious work of grace— 
a work of reviving or quickening (as 
the Swedish brethren call it)—has been 
going on in that orwont It is said to 
reach almost every parish. Norway, too, 

as shared in the blessing. Some of the 
professors, and nearly a fourth part of 
the students (about 400 in number,) in 
the University of Christiana, are reported 
to be pious men. The gracious work has 
reached very many of the villages and ham- 
lets at the head of the fiords or bays along 


the isle-girt coast of that long and narrow |} 


country. Kven the Laplanders, both the 
nomadic and stationary, far up to the North, 
have shared in its influence. 

Prebably in no other part of the Protest- 
ant world has true Christianity, as a vital 
religion, made more progress within the last 
few years than it has done in these hyper- 
borean kingdoms. And the inquiry is na- 
tural and pertinent, ‘‘What have been the 
means by which this great change, under 
the Divine blessing, has been wrought, and 
‘is still being wrought?’ {[ answer, it has 
been greatly brought about by the distribu- 
tion of the Bible and religious tracts. In 
this good work a considerable number of 
colporteurs have beeu employed; there are 
more than a hundred at work in these days. 

But one of the most important means of 
keeping alive and extending the truth in 
both Sweden and Norway has been the 
holding of little meetings for prayer, praise, 
and the reading of the Bible, and taatons 
tracts and books, in private houses, in the 
villages and hamlets, and in the summer 
time often in the forests, on the hill or 
mountain side. I can never forget the 
scenes which I myself witnessed in three 
little meetings in the northern part of. Swe- 
den in the summer of 1840. At one of 
them, in a most romantic spot, high up on 
the side of a hill, from which there was a 
delightful view of the beautiful valley to 
the west, nearly one hundred persons as- 
sembled in the afternoon of one of the long 
days which the inhabitants of Sweden enjoy 
at that season of the year. An hour and 
a-half was spent in religious services. Be- 
sides portions of the Scriptures, a few chap- 
ters from the Life of Martin Boos, one of 
the most remarkable men of our times, were 
read, several hymns were sung, and several 
prayers were offered up. It was indeed 
good to be there. 

It cannot be doubted that these little 


meetings, conducted in many places by pious, | 


and often poor farmers and mechanics, have 


been a great means of reviving vital godli- |- 


ness in the central and northern parts of 
Sweden. In many places at first, and for 4 
long time, the unconverted pastors of the 
National Church, as well as the openly 
wicked, greatly opposed these meetings. 

ines, imprisonments, aud other modes of 
punishment were resorted to, but in vain. 
Several thousands, indeed, emigrated to 
America, and are now to be found in Illinois 
and Wisconsin; but the good work has gone 
forward. ‘Within the last eight or ten 


WITH THE LORD... 


this great movement. 


The original poem, | 


{ furnace. 


ave felt its influence. It is believed that 


journal to jouraal who was the author of | nearly, if not quite a quarter of a million, 


in @ population of at the very utmost three 
millions five hundred thousand, have em- 
braced religion. 

In conclusion, I have to say that this 
good work is making a decided impression 
on the literature of Sweden. There is now 
a great demand for good books. Nor are 
the high classes in all cases unaffected by 
A member of the 
Royal family, the Princess Eugenie, the 
sister of the King, has been occupying her- 
self with the task of translating; and the 
Vineyard and the Labourer has come from 
her pen. 


A SYRIAN MARTYR. 


In a communication in the Evangelical 
Chrigtendom we read:—“ Here in Tripoli, 
there is one man among our church mem- 
bers named Yanni, who is a bugning and a 
shining light. Persecuted by his nearest 
and dearest friends from day to day, he 
seems to come out like gold refined in the 
He has just been spending the 
summer in the Maronite (Papal) village of 
Ehden, which is not far from the ‘Cedars 
of Lebanon,’ and quite near the convent of 
Cannobeen. This convent is a place me- 
morable in the annals of Syrian Protestant- 


| ism, as the scene of the martyrdom of Asaad 


esh Shidiak, who died through the violent 
treatment he received at the hands of the 
Maronite patriarch and his priests. Asaad 
was the teacher in Syriac and Arabic of Dr. 
Jonas King, now of Athens. He was a 


and distinction, but on account of his ad- 
herence to the pepe truths of the gospel 
he was put to death about thirty years ago. 
Many of the facts connected with his death 
haye been known hitherto, but much that is 
interesting has not been known until quite 
recently. There are priests now living in 
Ehden who were pupils of Asaad, and wit- 
nessed his sufferings on behalf of the truth. 


him his choice, to kiss the cross, or kiss 
burning coals of fire; and he took up the 
fire and pressed it to his lips, saying, ‘I 
will sooner die than offend my Saviour.”’ 
At first he was allowed to have his pen and 
inkhorn; but, as he wrote letters ,to his 
friends, this privilege was denied him. He 
then obtained a cup of vinegar from a ser- 
vant, and using a nail for a pen, after it was 
sufficiently corroded by rust, he commenced 
writing a history of his imprisonment. This 
was observed, and the vinegar was taken 
from him. The door of the cell was then 
walled up, leaving only a small aperture, 
through which he received a scanty allow- 
ance of bread and water each day. Yet he 
was still indefatigable, and having obtained 
a needle, he drew out threads from his quilt, 
and wrote his history with the needle and 
thread on his quilt, and this quilt is said to 
be ‘still in existence. After a period of 
protracted suffering, he died of starvation 
and confinement in that close, dark, filthy 
dungeon. There is now living in Ehden 
a huge, brawny fellah, somewhat advanced 
in, years, who now boasts openly that he 
beat and bruised that Biblischy (Bibleman) 
Asaad esh Shidiak, by order of the Patri- 
arch. Thus, after thirty years, during which 
time repeated efforts have been made in 
vain to ascertain in full the facts in the 
case, men are found to confess openly and 
even boast of the part they enacted in the 
martyrdom of that man of God. Yet they 
all concur in testifying to the purity and 
blamelessness of his character, and that 
when beaten and spit upon, and grossly 
abused, he only said, ‘This I bear for Je- 
sus’ sake.’ ”’ 


French Theological Literature. 


It is a significant and hopeful fact, that 

M. de Sacy, one of the most accomplished 
literary men in France, and whose writings 
in political periodicals are always esteemed 
of high authority, has been partly occupied 
for some years in preparing for publication 
a Bibliotheque Spirituelle (or Spiritual Li- 
brary), containing some of the ablest reli- 
gious works inthe language. This library, 
consisting of seventeen volumes, M. de Sacy 
has brought to a close by presenting in three 
volumes a translation of the New Testament. 
Nor is it less remarkable and hopeful that 
the Journal des Debats devoted five of its 
columns, recently, to reproducing the entire 
preface of M. de Sacy’s concluding publica- 
tion, which is a glowing eulogium on the 
New Testament as the foundation and source 
of all spiritual Christianity. One sentence 
of this preface we must extract, for the con- 
trast it affords to sentiments yet too often 
broached by literary men. ‘Let those,” 
says M. de Sacy, ‘‘who dream of new reli- 
gions, or who would substitute philosophy 
or religion, understand that a preliminary 
condition is imposed upon them—men will 
not suffer the New Testament to be torn 
from their grasp, without having something 
better to put in its place. Above all, it is 
indispensable that our modern prophets and 
reformers have, like Jesus Christ himself, a 
right to say, ‘All ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, come unto us and we will give 
you rest.’ ”’—Leeds (England) Mercury. 


Sisters of Charity and French Protestants 

In the Archives du Christianisme is an 
account of a savage and heartless attack 
upon the religious faith of a French Pro- 
testant woman by a bevy of Sisters 6f Chari- 
ty and priests. A poor Protestant woman 
at Macon was, by accident, severely burned 
in her own house, and was carried to an 
hospital, where she was subjected to brutal 
treatment for the purpose of compelling her 
to change her religion. Some of her friends, 
on visiting her, discovered that she was 
bound down to her bed, and the poor cap- 
tive implored them to take her to some 
place where she might die in peace. Her 
friends brought a litter to have her removed, 
but the ‘Sisters of Charity,” to whose ten- 
der mercies she had been left, refused to 
allow her to be taken away, and shut the 
door of the hospital against her friends. 
They had only the melancholy satisfaction 
of learning, from the testimony of two eye- 
witnesses, that she died as she had lived, 
in dependence on the alone merits of the 
one Mediator. Nevertheless, the Sisters of 
Charity gave out that she had returned to 
the Roman Catholic faith, in which she had 
been brought up in her early years. A 
complaint has been carried to the Prefect, 


but the 5 sult is not yet known. 


A BLESSED INTIMACY. 


A friend once asked Professor Franke 
how he maintained so constant a peace of 
mind. “By stirring up my mind a hundred 
times a day,” reptied Franke. ‘Wherever 
I am, whatever I am, whatever I do, ‘Bless- 
ed Jesus,’ I say, have I a share in thy re- 
demption? Are my sins forgiven? Am I 
guided by thy Spirit? Renew me, strength- 
en me. By this constant intercourse with 


Jesus, I enjoy serenity of mind, and settled 
peace of soul.” 


months such has been its extension and | 
| — that almost all parts of the kingdom 


fine scholar, and a man of great influence 


They told Yanni that the Patriarch gave | _— 


For the Presbyterian. 


PAUL’S DESIRE. 


Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for 
Israel is, that they might be saved—Rom. x. 1. 


Paul was a man of warm feelings and 
strong attachments. He was also a man of 
strong and ardent national feelings. In 
this one utterance we see his warm and 
affectionate spirit, and bis strong and ardent 
national feelings, and these finding earnest 
expression in his devotions—< My heart’s 
desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved.” 

The true Christian is the true patriot. 
His benevolence may be, like Paul’s, too 
expansive to be confined within national 
limits; it may embrace the world, and seek 
the welfare of all men every where; and 
yet, like Paul, he may have a warm place 
in his heart for his own countrymen, and 
say of his native land, ‘ With all thy faults, 
I love thee still!’ And as the Christian’s 
benevolence is world-wide, so of course it 
takes in his whole country, and he desires 


the best good of his whole country and of | 


all its inhabitants—their temporal pros- 
perity and their eternal salvation. And 
then, of course, he desires the thorough 
evangelization of his own land—the diffu- 
sion of the gospel and its institutions in 
all its borders, and the conversion of all to 
God. To this end he sends missionaries, 
Bibles, books, tracts, and religious papers 
to the entire population; and in these ef- 
forts every patriot and every philanthropist 
should be heartily enlisted, for nothing but 
the gospel can save our country from vice 
and immorality, from anarchy and confu- 
sion, from dissolution and destruction. 
W. J. M. 


— 


For the Presbyterian. 


MY CLASSMATES. 


I have lying before me seven leaves of 
an old pamphlet, in which I suppose but 
few persons in the world would take any 
interest at all. Its pages are soiled, and 
their edges worn to fringes by much han- 
dling. On its scanty margins are many 
annotations. These tattered and discoloured 
leaves present to my eye biographies and 
obituaries, eulogies and elegies, and as often 
as I péruse them awaken emotions of joy, 
sadness, and gratitude. Tears of pleasure 
and sorrow have fallen on these pages, and 
have left their marks here, more permanent 
even than the remembrance of the special 
causes that occasioned them; and yet this 
fragment of a book, so exciting, so sugges- 
tive, does not contain a single sentence, 
either in its text or pencil notes. It is the 
catalogue of my class in college. A gen- 
eration has passed away since it was printed. 

Some of the names stand without note 
or mark of any kind; perhaps these died 
early, taking with them to the grave the 
withered hopes and sorrowing love each of 
his little circle. Or perhaps they may be 
living, usefwgkand loved lights in the world, 
though their orbits have not been within 
the scope of my vision. Some have, in 
pencil, marks that indicate their profession 
—twenty of them ministers of Christ. Pre- 
fixed or annexed to some are titular ap- 
pendages, showing their attainments in 


professional or political gtanding. The sad 
note, ‘dead,’ accompanies the names of, 


many of my young associates in the school 
of learning; and ‘‘dissipated,’’ a sadder 
note, is written opposite the names of two. 
Some have been for many years successfal 
ministers of Christ, who then were not 
even his followers. Some have been emi- 
nent in the State, beyond parental fears, 
and some far less than parental hopes. 

But I have another catalogue of class- 
mates, of later date, yet no recent publica- 
tion. Its histories are solemn and sugges- 
tive, though less diversified than those of 
the former one. It is printed on one side 
of a single sheet, at the head of which 
stand the names of two Professors, who 
have since, as ripe in usefulness as in 
years, rested from their labours; and one, 
then comparatively youthful, who is still 
at his post. 3 

The names on the list of my class are 
thirty-three. It is not. surprising to find 
that, by the ordinary vicissitudes of life, 
by ecclesiastical changes, and by the free 
working of intellect and affections, there is 


some diversity of sentiment and position 


among them, after thirty years of buffeting 
with the realities of life. Of the class, 


twenty-two are still living in the ministry; | 


seven are known to have deceased; of three 
I have no recent intelligence, and one has 
forsaken the profession. The ecclesiasti- 
cal relations are as follows:—In the Old- 
school, fifteen; New-school, three; Reform- 
ed Dutch, two; Episcopalian, two. The 
seven deceased were all in connection with 
the Old-school. 

In explanation of the apparent diversity, 
and as a tribute to the stability resulting 
from Calvinistic principles and training, 
let me say that the New-school brethren, 


sound in their theological views, and un- 


fortunately left on that side in the division 
of 1837, may be fairly defined by a term of 
Latin prosody—New-school, “by position.” 
Of the brethren in the Reformed Dutch 
Church one was in that connection while in 
the Seminary, and the other went to it from 
the New-school—both orthodox men. Of 
the two Episcopal brethren one was a Con- 
gregationalist, and never in the Old-school 
Church, and the other has never been with 
us since 1837. Both these are good men, 
though they have got off the right track io 
church matters. The unhappy man who 
has apostatized from the faith passed into 
the dreary regions of infidelity, through 
the successive steps of personal levity and 
conceit, logomachies in his ministrations, 
new and fanatical measures, and the foolish 
and fatal iniquity of attaching to religion 
the disgust inseparable from his own cari- 
catures of it. 
From these statements something may 
be known of the state and relations of my 
classma But how small a part of their 
interesting and important history do these 
glimpses furnish! Voluminous would be 
the record of all their labours, their deep 
researches, their profession&l difficulties and 
successes, their privations, their afflictions, 
their earnest efforts for the good of men, 
their unapplauded heroism of achievement 
and endurance in the cause of Christ. Un- 
written are these, save in the book of 
God’s remembrance; unrewarded, unappre- 
ciated these, save in the Lord’s approval. 
Variety marks the accidents of their his- 
tory, although their lives and labours were 
consecrated to one purpose. Some have 


had more arduous toil, some severer trials | 
| than others ; but their common work has 
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| to Christ and his cause. 


| been to win souls to Christ, to aid them in 


holy living, to fit them for a happy immor- 
tality. These high objects gained as per- 
manent results, the incidental and transient 
weariness and sorrow are not worth a re- 
gret. 

We should thank God for putting us 
into the ministry, and for keeping us in it 
so long. The retrospect of service done, 
though imperfectly, is pleasant; but pain- 
ful is the remembrance of obligations ne- 
glected, of indolence indulged, of talents 
buried. So far as known, these sad emo- 


tions are not associated with the recollec- : 


tions of my brethren; and in their declin- 
ing years they have the consolation of 
knowing that their fervour of youth and 
vigour of manhood have been consecrated 
In their approach 
to old age and to death blessed hopes cheer 
them—a crown of glory awaits them. / 
J. F. M. 


For the Presbyterian. 


To the BOARD of DOMESTIC MISSIONS 

Messrs. Editors—Permit me, through 
the Presbyterian, to make an inquiry of 
our Board of Domestic Missions. 

Is there any rule or custom of the Board 
requiring all applications for a renewal of 
aid to churches to be made directly through 
the Presbytery to which the churches be- 
long, instead of the Committee of Presby- 
tery? If not, is this subject not worthy 
the consideration of the Board, to prevent 
injustice being done, although uninten- 
tional ? 

These inquiries are made from the fact 
of applications having been renewed from 
year to year, through Committee of Pres- 


| bytery, without once coming before Pres- 


bytery, except by verbal report of the 
Committee, which was not, nor ever is, 
entered upon their records. On one oc- 
casion all the applications coming be- 
fore Presbytery were considerably reduced. 
Some of the ministers abandoned their 
fields soon after, which are now occupied 
fully as acceptably, some without aid, and 
others with greatly reduced assistance. 
Many things are sometimes done by 


three men of a Committee, all living in the 


same town, which would not be done by 
open Presbytery. It seems almost impos- 
sible to resist the solicitations of good men 
when thus made personally. After the 
thing is done, few men have either the 
nerve or inclination to arise in his place, 
on the report of the Committee, and con- 
demn their particular action in recom- 
mending a particular church, for a par- 
ticular sum to support a particular man. 
Kight years’ observation in one Presby- 
tery shows the case to be an extreme 
one, requiring a Committee’s action be- 
tween the stated meetings of Presbytery. 
On the contrary, hundreds of dollars 
might have been saved to the Board, and 


the cause of Christ as much subserved, 


if not more, by all applications coming 
before open Presbytery. Few disadvan- 
tages would arise to any one from wholly 
abolishing the system of a Committee to 
act between the meetings of Presbytery. 
On the other hand, great good is effected in 
saving means, enlarging information, and 
awakening churches to their whole duty. 
PRESBYTER. 


Nore.—Upon inquiry, we learn that there 
is no rule of the Board requiring that all 
applications for missionary aid should be 
made directly through the Presbytery. Many 
of the Presbyteries have appointed Standing 
Committees on Missions, and authorized them 
to make applications in their name ad interim; 
and this arrangement is in many respects 
needful and advantageous. It is certainly 
desirable, however, that all applications should 
be made directly through the Presbytery, 
when this can be done without serious incon- 
venience.—Lds. Pres. 


For the Presbyterian. 


THOUGHTS ON DEATH. 


Some try to exclude such thoughts, be- 
cause they render them unhappy. This is 
bad every way. It is a bad sign, for it 
argues that whoever does so is not prepared 
for that great change. To the impenitent 
the thought of death, if entertained, would 
prompt to the great work of repentance and 
faith in Him who only can give us the 
victory over this last aad greatest enemy; 
and to the believer it ought to be a joyful, 
and not a gloomy subject of contemplation. 
Nature recoils from it, it is true; but grace 
is able to conquer nature, and has done so 
in millions of souls. 

To conquer the natural dread which many 
of us feel on this subject, notwithstanding 
our steady hope of salvation, all that is 
needed is to think of it calmly, seriously, 
and frequently—to look up to heaven, and 
not down into the grave—to follow the soul 
to its glorious abode in the presence of an- 
gels, of just men made perfect, of Jesus 
the Mediator, and of God our Father; ahd 
not the body to its dark but temporary con- 
dition of “corruption, earth and worms.” 
Look higher than the tomb, for the spirit 
of the redeemed is not there. Our mortal 
remains will be laid there as a sacred de- 


posit, to be called for and redeemed in the 


Master’s good time; but you, dear Christian 
reader, if you really believe in him, will 
never be in the grave—you ‘will never 
die.” You will sleep; that is, all of your 
nature that can sleep will sleep. You will 
be changed. Even Job, in the early twi- 
light of the knowledge of life and immor- 
tality, was able to speak of death as only a 
change. But Jesus, when his light burst 
upon the earth, scattered all the gloom 
when he declared that ‘he that believeth 
in me shall never die.”’ 

We are privileged to obtain in the pre- 
sent life a perfect victory over the natural 
fear of death. Thousands have attained to 
it, and all ought; for until we do so we 
shall be more or less subject to bondage, 
our joy marred, and our progress retarded. 
Until we do so, we cannot ‘stand fast in 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free.”’” Mark the expression, ‘‘hath made 
us free,”’ not-will hereafter make us free. 
He has already given the believer the vic- 
tory. | 

“When Jesus died and rose again, he 
conquered death itself for all his people, 
and opened a highway through his dark 
dominions, in which all his ransomed ones 
march in triumph to their great reward—a 
highway more luminous with his glory 
than any other part of the way through 
which he conducts his pilgrims to the 
mansions which he has prepared for them. 

I may here appropriately introduce an 
extract from a letter addressed by a Chris- 


| 


tian, in the sure prospect of death, and who 
had obtained the victory over its terrors, to 
a friend: 

«* * * All is bright and peaceful, 
but not rapturous. My spirit finds utter- 
ance in prayer rather than in praise. I do 
not say with David, ‘O! that I had the 
wings of a dove!’ but with Job I can say, 
‘All my appointed time will I wait till my 
change come;’ or, in Baxter’s beautiful 
stanza— 

‘Lord, it belongs not to my care, 
Whether I die or live; 

‘To love and serve thee is my share, 
And this thy grace can give.’ 


‘¢Tt is only when we arrive on the verge 
of the dark river of death that we can 
realize, in any adequate measure, what we 
owe to our glorious Leader. When he 
went through, its unfathomable channel 
was filled with the burning floods of wrath 
and terror, and the blackness of darkness 
brooded in infinite expanse over its gloomy 
valley. All its waves and its billows went 
over him; but when the wrathful flood 
touched his divinity, it shrank to nothing; 
and his glory remained in the valley, 
an ever-present Shekinah, to disperse the 
gloom, and light way-worn pilgrims through 
the portals of immortality. Now its wa- 
ters are no longer overwhelming to the 
believer, and ‘there is no night there.” 
Now we can walk through and fear no evil, 
for his rod and his staff they comfort us.” 

J. C. 


For the Presbyterian. 


The Presbyterian and Reformed Protest- 
ant Dutch Churches. 


Messrs. Editors—In reply to your corres- 
pondent, ‘Ecclesia,’ permit me to quote 
a single article from the «Plan of Corres- 
pondence” between the Presbyterian and 
Reformed Protestant Dutch Churches which 
was adopted in 1822. : 

«5. The ministers of one of the corres- 
ponding Churches shall not, in any case, 
intrude upon the office of the ministers of 
the other Church.” 

The letter and spirit of this ‘‘agreement’’ 
will doubtless cover all the specifications of 
the mysterious case respecting which “ Kce- 
clesia” wants ‘‘information.” Its applica- 
tion to the present matter of complaint may 
also be seen from the subjoined action of 
the General Synod (not ‘General Classis’ 
as your correspondent has it,) of the Re- 
formed Protestant Dutch Church, by which 
a very troublesome case was terminated in 
1855. | 

“‘ Resolved, That this Synod cordially re- 
spond to the third resolution of the Assembly, 
and express their earnest desire that there may 
hereafter be no cause for ‘complaint or re- 
crimination ;’ and that nothing may be want- 
ing on either side ‘to cherish and perpetuate 
the interchange of Christian fellowship by the 
mutual exhibition of confidence and fraternal 
esteem.’ 

Knowing nothing whatever of the merits 
of the difficulty which your correspondent 
has broached, bey6nd his statement of it, I 
may the more earnestly express my own 
assurance that the spirit of the Reformed 
Dutch Church, of which I have the honour 
to be a minister, is in literal accordance 
with the above quotations from her official 
records, and moreover, that no judicatory 
of that Church will permit a deliberate in- 
fraction of the principles of correspondence 
which have been so happily maintained dur- 
ing this period of thirty-eight years. May 
it be perpetual. 

Yours truly, 
Philadelphia, April 9, 1860. 


W. J. T. 


the Presbyterian. 


THE LITTLE BARBER. 


When I resided at the borough of 
R , our Sabbath-school, through care- 
lessness, became embarrassed with debt; 
and not choosing to share in the odium 
which attaches to a religious association 


| that fails to meet its obligations, I made 
such a stir among them as resulted in my 


being appointed a Committee to collect 
funds to wipe off the disgrace, (for such I 
consider it). Our people received me cor- 
dially, and contributed liberally. 

There was alittle barber belonging to 
the Church, who was also a teacher in the 
school. And though his large™family of 
small children seemed quite sufficient to 
exhaust all his means, I did not deem it 
proper to slight the good man, and there-— 
fore made my call. He was aware of my ob- 
ject; and, requesting me to be seated, said, 
«Miss A , 1 will go and see if I have 
any thing for you.” Returning soon, he 
handed me three dollars, saying, “ This is 
ell Tecan give you, Miss A ; I’m sorry 
’tis no more.” I told him it was a very 
generous donation, and thanked him sin- 
cerely. He asked, “Do you know how I 
got that money?” I confessed my ignor- 
ance of his having any other means of 
money-making than by his trade. He 
continued, “Miss A , I was a very 
wicked man; I swore, played cards, drank 
rum, and was going to destruction as fast 
as sin could carry me, when Mr. F—— 
came here to preach. Mr. B—— pre- 
vailed on me to go hear him, and it pleased 
the Lord, through his preaching, to make 
a changed man of me. When [ first joined 
the Courch, I used to keep my shop open 
on Sundays to shave my customers, but it 
troubled my conscience. Yet I feared that 
if I refused to accommodate my customers 
on Sundays they would desert me through 
the week, that my business would be ruined, 
and my family must starve. Still, I be- 
came more unhappy about it, and resolved, 
come what would, to close my shop and try 
to keep the Sabbath holy. So I told my 
customers [ would sit up on Saturday till 
twelve o’clock to shave them; I wished to 


oblige, and should be very sorry to lose - 


them; but I could not, as a Christian, con- 
tinue to break the direct command of God. 
Some swore at my Methodism, some agreed 
to my proposal, yet all seemed to think the 
thing would not do. Patiently and anx- 
iously I waited for Saturday evening; and 
O! Miss A——, nearly every one came, 
and kept us busy uatil midnight. The 
next day was a joyful day for me, and I 
have prospered more ever since. Surely, 
‘in keeping his Commandments there is great 
reward.’ But if any of my fellow-creatures 
are sick and suffering, and I am sent for to 
bleed or cup them, it is my duty to do 
good on the Sabbath day. And I take pay 
for it, too; but woe is me if I make money 
for myself on the Lord's day. I put such 
earnings by itself for charitable pufposes, 
and there, Miss A——, you have your 
share of it.” 
I had made many agreeable visits, and 


received much larger suus, but this was 
decidedly my most profitable call. When 
leaving, I shook the little barber most hear- 
tily by the hand, and felt honoured’ in 
2 a member of the same church with 
im. 
_ I think every Christian will appreciate 
the beautiful consistency of the little bar- 


ber, though every one must acknowledge 


it was no mere than is required of a pro- 
fessor of the religion of Him who declared, 
«Thus it becometh us to fulfil all right- 
eousness.”” If there could be any excuse 
for ‘‘making money for one’s self on the 
Lord’s day,” surely the benevolence of 
relieving the suffering would seem to pre- 
sent a claim for remuneration that might 
cover the infraction of a command that 
was only made for man’s best interests. 

But Mr. J had not so learned 
Christ. And is not his the proper stand- 
ard in all circumstances? Then, how can 
one whom God has blessed with a strong 
and delightful voice to praise him make use 
of this gift to drown that sweet appeal of 
his benefactor, “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments,” and this, too, in his own 
house, and on his own day. Perhaps you 
will reply, It is an act of worship—tell me 
which, of God or Mammon? 

How do the authorities of a church 
reconcile it to themselves to have that part 
of the sacred services of praise and thanks- 
giving from the whole people delegated to 
a paid committee, who cannot understand 
the force of the words they utter, while 
they sing 

Is this the kind return, 
And these the thanks we owe? 
Thus to abuse eternal love, 
Whence all our blessings flow? 


Verily, God will not be mocked! I some- 
times think that if the Saviour were to visit 
in person one of our temples, and find him- 
self in the orchestra, he would make a 
scourge of small cords, and drive them all 
out, and overthrow the music stands, tell- 


| ing them, ‘Make not my Father’s house 


a house of merchandize.” Some say it is 
necessary to have a choir to lead, and if 
the congregation refuse to sing, the fault 
rests with them. But how can one sing 
without the spirit, and when the heart is 
more tuned to sadness than to praise? 

QO, how different is that part of the wor- 
ship in the Noon-day meeting! I cannot 
help singing there—the melody is in the 
heart, and must find vent. 

This subject appears to me of momentous 
importance. For if we are really mocking 
the Almighty in our Sabbath services, how 
can we be blessed? May not this be one 
reason why so few are added to the church- 
es of such as shall be saved? 


[The application of our correspondent is, as 
we think, too strong. A leader of Church 
music, to whom God may have given a voice 
as a means of livelihood, commits no sin in 
employing it for pay, in leading the praises of 
a congregation.—Eds. Presb. | 


For the Presbyterian. 


THE WAYS OF PROVIDENCE. 


“God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform; 
He plants his footsteps on the sea, 
And rides upon the storm.” 


Many striking illustrations of the truth 
of the above beautiful lines might be given 
from the experience of every true Chris- 
tian, if not from the experience of every 
one who is- not a Christian in the true 
sense of the word. ) 

It is not my intention to relate all the 
cases that have come under my own obser- 
vation, but, by your permission, I should 
like to give your readers one instance of the 
mysterious movements of Providence in 
carrying out his will for the salvation of 
souls, and bringing back to a knowledge of 
his goodness and mercy those who have 
forsaken his worship, and ceased to remem- 
ber his name. | 

The case to which I refer relates to a 
person who settled in the West, and who 
was formerly for many years a Sabbath- 
school teacher and regular worshipper in 
God’s house, but he did not live in close 
communion with Christ—he had never 
fully appreciated the great mercy of God 
in sending his only Son to die for the sal- 
vation of an otherwise lost and wicked 
world. For a time he prospered in a 
worldly way, but he was not happy—he 
could not be content—he felt a want which 
he could not define; there was a void in 
his heart which earthly pleasures could not 
fill. And well it might be so, for he was 
a stranger to God; he neglected his wor- 
ship, and remembered not Christ and him 
crucified. He was not absolutely wicked, 
but like too many others, he did not live as 
a Christian should live. There was no 
house of prayer in that neighbourhood, and 
he tried to persuade himself that that was 
a reasonable excuse for not worshipping 
God. All his time was taken up in look- 
ing after worldly gain—his precious and 
immortal soul did not concern him—its 
eternal welfare was a matter of no moment. 
He neither prayed himself nor taught his 
children to pray—family worship was ne- 
glected, the Bible was unread, and of him 
and his family it may be truly said, They 
did not remember God or return him praise 
Sor his daily mercies. 

But he was not to continue in such reli- 
gious darkness. Man’s ways are not God’s 
ways, but God’s will shall be done. How 
vain are all earthly calculations! how inse- 
cure are all worldly dependencies! and how 
foolish is all human wisdom when set up in 
opposition to the decrees of an all-wise 
Providence! Those who do not depend 
upon God are never safe; he is the firm 
rock on which to build; all other founda- 
tions are sand, and will not carry a perish- 
ing world to Christ. The ungodly man 
thinks not of his danger, and can only, as 
in this case, be brought to see the abyss over 
which he stands by one of those mysterious 
movements of Providence which shatter all 
his fancied security to atoms, and teach him 
to depend on God alone. | 

In this case, his house took fire, and 
with the furniture, clothing, &c., was 


consumed in a few minutes, and a heap of 


ashes was all that remained of his worldly 
goods. But one article of great price was 
saved. The long neglected Bible was car- 
ried from the burning house by one of the 
frightened inmates, and thus the sacred 
volume was rescued, which has since given 
such sweet consolation to its owner, by 
pointing out the way of salvation. 
Misfortunes of this nature are generally 
considered a serious matter in a worldly 


point of view, but however much man, iu : 


have now a hope in Christ. 


his blindness, may regret the loss of world- 
ly wealth, it very often happens that such 
occurrences lead to the soul’s salvation, and 
in that light the gain is immeasurably great- 
er than the loss. J. B. H. 


For the Presbyterian. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


The Lord’s Doings in the Congregations of 
Phenixville and Charlestown. 


About the middle of March the Pres- 
byterian church at Phoenixville, and the 
church at Charlestown, Chester county, 
Pennsylvania, were united by a committee 
of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, under 
the pastoral care of Joseph W. Porter, who 
had been called to serve these congrega- 
tions from the Ist of October. 

On the first Sabbath in the new year a 
series of meetings were commenced in the 
Phoenixville church, which increased in 
interest and solemnity during the four 
weeks that the word was preached and the 
great salvation pressed upon sinners for 
their acceptance. Many were led, by the 
gracious aid of the Holy Spirit, to see 
themselves lost—led to receive and rest 
upon Jesus Christ alone for salvation, as 
he was offered to them in the gospel. This 
good work extended to the Charlestown 
congregation, and a week ago last Sabbath 
we closed a series of meetings there which 
will be remembered long by a devout and 
awakened people, which filled evening after 
evening the ‘old Charlestown church.” Of 
a truth, the Lord Jesus doth not break the 
bruised reed nor quench the smoking flax, 
else the old Charlestown church never 
would have been revived; else it never 
would have had in its history the record of 
such a season of grace from the presence of 
the Lord. At our late communion sizty- 
seven persons were received into the church, 
all of them on a profession of faith except 
two; thirty-five adults were baptized; quite 
a number will unite with other churches 
for good reasons, who were convinced and 
persuaded, and enabled by the Holy Spirit 
to enter upon a Christian course during 
our meetings. It is with gratitude and 
thankfulness that we record the Lord’s 
doings, as we remember that in the short 
space of six months not less than one hun- 
dred souls within the bounds of these con- 
gregations have been aroused to a deep 
concern about their eternal interest, and 
The interest 
still continues. We hope, we pray for the 
continuance of this good work. May the 
Master strengthen that which he has 
wrought for us. To the Lord be all the 
glory. 

For the Presbyterian. 


PRESBYTERIAL PROCEEDINGS. 


PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE. 


This Presbytery met in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, on Tuesday, 3d inst., and was opened 
with a sermon by the Rev. John B. Ross, 
Moderator, from 2 Cor. v. 7. The Rev. G. 
Owen was chosen Moderator, and the Rev. J. 
M. Patterson Temporary Clerk. 

The Rev. A. C. Junkin obtained a dismissal 
to the Presbytery of Erie, with the prospect 
of taking charge of the church of West Green- 
ville, Pennsylvania. The Rev. Thomas E. 
Peck was released from the pastoral charge of 
the Central Church, Baltimore, that he might 
accept the Professorship of Ecclesiastical Theo- 
logy in the Union Theological Seminary. The 
action of the last General Assembly in refer- 
ence to Church Extension, Education, Sabbath 
Desecration, Intemperance, and Systematic 
Beneficence, received appropriate attention. 
In reference to the proposed modification of 
the Boards, (Minutes General Assembly, p. 
538,) it was 

Resolved, That the Presbytery of Baltimore 
disapprove of the modification of the constitu- 
tion of the Boards and Church Extension 
Committee, as proposed at the last General 
Assembly. 

Action was also taken on the subject of 
parsonages, having in view the erection of a 
parsonage for every feeble church within the 
bounds of Presbytery. 

Presbytery resolved to overture the General 
Assembly ‘‘to add a column to the Statistical 
Reports of the Presbyteries for the contribu- 
tions of Sabbath-schools.” Also ‘‘To 
mend to the Boards to issue the Home and 
Foreign Record as a weekly single sheet, giv- 
ing to each Board such space and time as 
they may mutually agree upon. 

A paper in relation to the office of deacon 
was read, discussed, and ordered to be .sent 
down to the churches for consideration until 
the next stated meeting. The Stated Clerk 
was directed to obtain copies of the next an- 
nual reports of the several Boards and Church 
Extension Committee, for the several members 
of our Sessions and Boards of Deacons. 

Resolved, That Presbytery cherish an una- 
bated interest in the Maryland State Bible 
Society, and that in view of the great destitu- 
tion of the word of life, not only abroad but 
at home, there being in the State of Mary- 
land, as we are assured, eighteen thousand 
families and one hundred and ten thousand 
children able to read, who are without a Bible; 
and in view of the fact that the Managers of 
the State Society have determined to enlarge 
the sphere of their operations, we commend 


| the Society to the increased liberality of the 


churches under our care. 

Resolved, That Presbytery, having dissolved 
the pastoral relation between the Rev. Thomas 
E. Peck and his late charge, with the view of 
his being transferred to a Professorship in 
Union Theological Seminary, would, in yield- 
ing to the request of this brother, express a 
high appreciation of his Christiap character, 
and of his faithfulness and zeal as a minister 
of the gospel, and efficiency as a member of 
this body, and commend him to the Faculty 
and students of Union Seminary as a brother 
eminently qualified for the important charge 
he has been called to occupy. 

The Narrative of the State of Religion 
showed great ground of encouragement to 
‘‘go up and possess the land.” Ministers T. 
W. Simpson and Cyrus Dickson, and ruling 
elders Thomas Dixon and Lancaster Ould, 
were elected Commissioners to the General 
Assembly. The Rev. Griffith Owen was re- 
leased from his pastoral charge of the Third 
Church, Baltimore, to — an agency for 
the American Sunday-school Union. 

Springfield was chosen as the place, and 
the first Tuesday of October next, at eleven 
o’clock, A. M., as the time of the next stated 
meeting of Presbytery. The examination of 
Mr. Carr, a young man of colour under our 
care, and now pursuing his studies under the 
direction of some of the brethren in Baltimore, 
excited much interest, and was highly credi- 
table to the candidate. And after an exceed- 
ingly pleasant aod profitable session Presby- 
tery adjourned on Thursday afternoon, to meet 
in the Lecture Room of the Central Church 
on the second Tuesday of June next, at eleven 
o’clock, A. M. 

R. C. Slated Clerk. 


PRESBYTERY OF LEWES. 


The Presbytery* of Lewes met at Berlin, 
Maryland, on the 29th ult., and was opened 
with a sermon by the Rev. J. T. H. Waite. 
The Rev. C. H. 
tor. All the clerical members were present. 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was 
administered on Sabbath morning in the pres- 
ence of a large congregation; many came 
from the neighbouring towns to unite with 
their pastors and friends in the solemn ordi- 
nance. Since the last stated meeting a 
church had been organized at Georgetown, 
Delaware, by a Committee appointed for that 
purpose. Three churches, Cool Spring, Black- 


ustard was elected Modera-. 


| water, and Indian River, were received from 
the New-school connection. 

A call from Lewes Church for the services 
of Mr. H. G. Finney was laid before Presby- 
tery, and found in order, but as he is a licen- 
tiate of another Presbytery, no action was 
taken for the present. One candidate was 
taken under our care. The roll was called for 
a statement from the churches upon the 
action they had taken in reference to Syste- 
matic Benevolence, and it was 
-— Resolved, That this subject be presented in 
all our churches, and that collections be taken 
up in all our congregations for the six gen- 
eral —T recommended by our General As- 
sembly. 

The Rev. J. T. H. Waite of Salisbury, and 
ruling elder William T. G. Polk of Princess 
Anne, were chosen as our Commissioners to 
the next General Assembly; the Rev. Thomas 
G. Murpby, and ruling elder John A. Nichol- 
son, of Dover, to be their alternates. e 
)} Inreference to Wicomico Church at Salis- 

bury, Maryland, the following resolutions 
were adopted : 

Resolved, 1. That we deeply sympathize 
with this congregation in their present dis- 
tressed condition, and that we unhesitation!y 
commend them to the Christian sympathy and 
charity of all the churches within our bounds. 

Resolved, 2. That since this congregation is 
an important one, and has important relations 
to the prosperity of the Preshyterton Church 
throughout this entire region, and since this 
congregation must necessarily suffer very 
materially, or, perhaps, be fatally crippled 
if it does not receive aid from abroad, that we 
do most truly and earnestly commend them to 
the Christian sympathy and beneficence of 
every one who has it in his power, either by 

his aig’ do or his means, to aid in building 
up the Redeemer’s kingdom upon the earth. 

This church commenced last year to erect a 
new house of worship, and raised within its 
own bounds the sum for which, by contract, 
the building was to be completed; but by a 
misfortune which human foresight could not 

‘avert, they are now left with their funds 
exhausted, and their church far from com- 
pleted. We, who know all the circumstances, 
sympathize deeply with them in their present 
embarrassed condition, and are fully con- 
vinced that they are justified in an appeal for 
aid. During the past few years they have 
been doing nobly for the support of a pastor 
labouring all his time amongst them. Salis- 
bury is a prosperous, growing town, situated 
on the railroad, and undoubtedly this is an 
important crisis in the history of our Church 
at that point. Shall we permit them to be 
disheartened in this dark hour of their trial? 

In the Narrative of the State of Religion in 
our congregations there was much to en- 
courage. Whilst to only two of our churches 
there have recently been large accessions, 
there have been constant additions to others, 
and evidently our people are praying and 
looking for a day of better things. 

The next stated meeting is to be held at 
Salisbury. Adjourned to meet on Tuesday 
evening, May 15th, at Snow Hill. 

Wituram D. Mackey, Stated Clerk. 


PRESBYTERY OF NEW CASTLE. 


At the late meeting of the Presbytery of 
New Castle there were present eighteen min- 
isters, eleven ruling elders, and six corres- 
ponding members. They took under their 
care one candidate for the ministry, and li- 
censed Messrs. John Clark and David W. 
Moore. Mr. H. Graham Finney, licentiate, 
was dismissed to the Presbytery of Lewes. 
The Lewes Presbytery declined to unite in 
their proposed overture to the Assembly about 
an extension of territory, and they according- 
ly instructed their Commissioners to oppose 
any alteration in their boundaries. The Rev. 
Dr. J. B. Spotswood and the Rev. Alexander 
Reed, together with Mr. David J. Murphy of 
Smyrna, and Mr. Joseph Wiley of Upper Oc- 
torara, were elected Commissioners to the 
next General Assembly. A call was present- 
ed to the Rev. David A. Wilson from Fagg’s 
Manor, and one to Mr. John C. Thompson 
from Smyrna. The Presbytery is to meet at 
Smyrna, on the 3d of May next, at twelve 
o’clock, M., to ordain and instal Mr. Thomp- 
son, if the way be clear. The deficiency of 
many of our congregations in contributing to 
the Lafayette Scholarship, and to the cause 
of Domestic Missions and of Church Exten- 
sion, elicited much discussion, and measures 
were adopted to urge them to their duty in 
these respects. 

The next stated meeting is to be held at the 
Head of Christiana. The members were ar- 
ranged in classes for the purpose of holding 

rotracted meetings within the year. For the 
information of many concerned, the list is an- 
nexed:—Messrs. Latta, J. N. C. Grier, Love, 
and Morrison, to visit Penningtonville, Forks 
of Brandywine, Red Clay Creek, and Coates- 
ville; Messrs. Dickey, DuBois, S. M. Gayley, 
and De Witt, to visit Fagg’s Manor, New 
London, and Lower Brandywine; Messrs. 
Spotswood, Ralston, Squier, and Vallandig- 
ham, to visit New Castle, Port Deposit, and 
White Clay Creek; Messrs. Vallandigham, 
McIntyre, Carter, and Thompson, to visit 
Smyrna, Head of Christiana, and Newark; 
Messrs. Husted, Otterson, S. A. Gayley, and 
Marshall, to visit Zion, Green Hill, Lower 
West Nottingham, and the Rock; Messrs. 
Hodge, Reed, Martin, and Roberts, to visit 
Oxford, Upper West Nottingham, Upper Ov- 
torara, Doe Run, and Wilmington. 

R. 
PRESBYTERY OF CALIFORNIA. 


The Presbytery of California held its spring 
session in Calvary Church, San Francisco. It 
was opened with a sermon by the Rev. Fred- 
eric Buel, the retiring Moderator. The Rev. 
Albert Williams was elected Moderator for the 

ensuing year, and the Rev. A. W. Loomis, 

Clerk. The interests of religion seem to be 
prospering with this Presbytery. The reports 
from the churches were highly encouraging. 
The Rey. Dr. Scott as minister, and Mr. James © 
B. Roberts as ruling elder, were appointed 
Commissioners to the General Assembly, and 
the Rev. A. Williams and Mr. W. W. Cald- 
well, alternates. 


PRESBYTERY OF CEDAR. 


The Presbytery of Cedar met in Iowa City, 
April 3d, and was opened with a sermon by 
the Rev. S. M. Anderson of Davenport. The 
Rev. Robert Boag was elected Moderator, and 
the Rev. Luther oad, Temporary Clerk. 

The Rev. John M. Jones and the Rev. J. D. 
Mason were appointed a Committee to write 
to delinquent churches and urge them to settle 
with their pastors op supplies immediately, by 
paying the full amount due them. | 

Three new churches were reported organ- 
ized:—One at Red Oak Grove, Cedar county; 
one at West Irving, Tama county; and one.at 
Big Grove, Benton county. The ipton church 
presented a call for the pastoral services of 
the Rev. Robert Carothers, which it is hoped 
he will accept. Messrs. Jones, Belden, and 
Newell were appointed to organize a church 
at Wilton; Dodd, Kirk, and Staley to organ- 
ize a church at Columbia; Benn, Dodd, and 
Cowie, to organize a church at South Ridge; 
and Fullerton, Kirk, and Dobbins to organize 
a church at Fremont. The Rev. James Kirk 
and Dr. C. O. Waters were elected Delegates 
to the General Assembly, Rev. John M. Jones 
and J. M. Dalzell, alternates. : 

The North Church, Iowa City, being ex- 
ceedingly embarrassed in its financial affairs, 


it was 

Resolved, That this church be, and hereby 
is very cordially commended to the Christian 
sympathy and beneficence of the churches and 
individuals to whom it may apply for aid in 
its emergency. 

Sidney Gaylord was taken under the care of 
Presbytery as @ candidate for the ministry. 
An appropriate and excellent sermon preached 
by the Rev. J. D. Mason was requested for 
publication in the Expositor, and recommend- 
ed to the Board of Publication for publication 
as @ tract. 

In relation to the proposition found on page 
538 of the Minutes of the General Assembly, 
it was 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Pres- 
bytery any material change in the organiza- 
tion of our Boards is at present inexpedient. 

It was resolved to memorialize the General 
Assembly to erect a new Presbytery, to be 
called the vier mer of Toledo, to consist of 
the counties of Benton, Tama, Marshall, Jas- 
per, Poweshiek, and Iowa. 

Presbytery holds an adjourned meeting in 
Davenport, on the second Tuesday (12th) of 
June, at seven o’clock, P. M. 


| E. L. Beupen, Stated Clerk. 
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Published at 606 Chestnut street, Pamapevenisa 
and at 530 Broadway, New York. 


SATURDAY, April 21, 1860. 


_ GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America will hold 
meeting in the First Presbyterian Church, 
Rochester, New York, at eleven o'clock, A.M,on 


_ Thursday, the 17th of May, and will be opened 


with a sermon by the Rev. William L. Breckin- 
ridge, D.D., Moderator of the last Assembly. 

17” The Committee of Commissions will meet 
in the Lecture-room of the churcli on the Wednes- 
day evening preceding, at eight o'clock, to receive 
Commissions, and on Thursday morning, the day 
of the meeting, at nine o'clock, for the same pur- 
pose. Joun Leyburn, Stuled Clerk. 

Avexanper T. Permanent Clerk. 

P.S. Stated Clerks of Presbyteries are respect- 
fully requested to make out their lists of persons 
entitled to the Minutes on a separate sheet, and to 
send that, together with moneys for the Minutes, to 
G. H. Van Gelder, Fsq., Treasurer of the General 
Assembly, 320 Walnut street, Philadelphia. 


The Committee of Arrangements request Com- 
missioners and others who expect to attend the 
meeting of the General Assembly, to forward their 
names and post office addresses to Seta H. Terry, 
Rethester, New York, as soon as possible. 

Places will be assigned to all such before their 


- leaving home. 


Those who do not send their names in season 
will be provided with places on their arrival, on 
application at the Rooms of the Committee, at the 
First Presbyterian Church. 

Due notice will be given of any arrangements 
made with Railroad Companies for a reduction of 


fare. 
Levi A. Warp, 
MatTruews, 


Samurt MItter, 
FREEMAN CLARKE, 
Sern H. Terry, 
Sub-Committee of Arrangements. 

To CoRRESPONDENTS.—We have re- 
ceived several commuvications of excellent 
tone and sound views, which we think had 
better be deferred, as their publication 
might engender controversy on a particular 
topic, for which there does not appear to 
be a pressing call. 


Rev. Mr. Carntquy.—We commend to 


the prayerful and careful perusal of our 


readers the letter from a correspondent, in 
another column, describing the visit of the 
Presbytery of Chicago to the converted 
Roman Catholic colony at Kankakee. 


Boarp oF Foreign Missions.—The 
annual meeting of the Board of Foreign 
Missions will be held in the Mission House, 
New York, on Monday, the 7th of May, at 
four o'clock, P. M. A sermon will be 
preached by Rev. Elijah R. Crane, D.D., 
of Newark, New Jersey, in the Brick Pres- 
byterian church, corner of Fifth Avenue 
and Thirty-seventh street, New York, on 
Sabbath evening, the 6th of May, previous 
to the annual meeting of the Board. 

“SaiLeD For Evrope.—Among the pas- 
sengers which left New York in the steam- 
er Adriatic, on the 14th inst., were the 
Rev. Dr. Leyburn and wife, the Rev. Dr. 
Murray, George H. Stuart, Esq., the Rev. 
James Scott, pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church of Holmesburg, Pennsylvania, in 
_ pursuit of health, and Miss Fannie Neill, 
daughter of the Rev: Dr. Neill of Phila- 
delphia. 

We learn that the Rev. Dr..A. T. McGill 
of Princeton, one of the delegates appoint- 
ed by the General Assembly to attend the 
Ter-centenary Celebration of Presbyterian- 
ism in Scotland, expects to embark for Eu- 
rope immediately after the adjournment of 
the General Assembly. Also that the Rev. 
Dr. Thornwell of Columbia, South Carolina, 
will take his departure for Europe about 
the same time, for the benefit of his health. 
He will be absent during the summer 


months. 


MIssionARy CONFERENCE.—A great 
Missionary Conference has been held in 
Liverpool, Eogland, for the purpose of 
more fully awakening the churches in 
England in the cause of missions. The 
meeting was most numerously attended, and 
many distinguished menu, embracing noble- 
men, clergymen, missionaries, and civilians, 
occupied the platform. An old Indian 
general occupied the chair, and civilians, 
soldiers, and ecclesiastics took an active 
part in its discussions. We are not as 
yet informed as to the practical result of 
these discussions. The reports of speech- 
es are voluminous, and great energy and 
zeal were displayed. The meeting em- 
braced geatlemen of the Established and 
Dissenting Churches, and as an initiative 
one, was a great success. May it, in its 
results, be still more remarkable and en- 
couraging, for widely as Christian missions 
have been spread, it is undoubtedly true 
that the Church is but partially aroused to 
its duty on this subject. 

PRESBYTERIAN SABBATH-SCHOOL VISsI- 
Tror.—We have received the first number 
of this excellent paper in its new form and 
dress. It strikes us as well coming up to 
the demands of the age in its typography, 
embellishments, and reading matter. It 
was formerly semi-monthly, but is hereafter 
to be, like all the leading journals of this 
character, a monthly publication. This 
arrangement will enable the Board of Pub- 
lication to expend more in procuring for it 
the best artistic illustrations, as well as 
more original matter. The Corresponding 
Secretary, Dr. Schenck, will give to it 
hereafter his personal supervision, and, we 
doubt not, he will make it well worthy of 
our Church, and highly acceptable to young 
readers. It deserves that its subscription 
list should be four-fold, and we would give 
a hint to our Sabbath scholars to handle 
it carefully, and preserve the numbers, 
so that they may be hereafter bound in a 
volume. Its interest may thus be made 
permanent. 


Tae WEEK or Prayer In Stam —We 
were permitted a few days ago to peruse a 
private letter from Dr. House to his vener- 
able father, which contains the most cheer- 
ing intelligence. He states that in Bang- 
kok all the missions observed the week of 
prayer recommended by the brethren of 
Lodiana, and that scarcely had their united 
petitions left their lips, when a most power- 
ful work of grace commenced, which at the 
time of writing (in January) was still going 
on. Some had been truly converted, and 
many more were seriously seeking the way 
of life. When we remember that our be- 
loved missionaries have now been labouring 
in that sterile field for thirteen years, under 
much discouragement and with only one or 
two clear cases of conversion, we must re- 
gard this instance of the power of prayer 
as one of the most remarkable that has 
come to our knowledge in connection with 
that memorable week. Weshall undoubted- 
ly soon hear more of this work of the Spirit 
in Siam. Truly the Lord is a prayer-hear- 
ing and a prayer-answering God. Not mor 
clearly did he show this on the da 
Pentecost than he is showing it now 
world over. We rejoice in the joy o 
friends in Siam. We thank God that lig 


do not think we can show our thankfulness 


' better than by urgiog our readers to re- 


member Siam now—at the throne of grace. 


} Rev. De. Murray of Elizabeth, New Jersey, 


| the gas-burners and scatter it, and relieve 
‘ourselves; but the last-mgntioned no can- 


‘DEPARTURE. 


4 boars ay Dr. Leyburn, one of the Edi- 
i tors of the Presbyterian, sailed from 
New York on Saturday last, 14th inst., in 
the steamer Adriatic for Europe. The 


and George H. Stuart, Ksq., of Philadel- 
phia, were in the same vessel. These gen- 
tlemen expect to purticipate in the ter- 
centenary celebration of Presbyterianism in 
Scotland and England, and possibly in the 
religious anniversaries in London in May 
next. Dr. Leyburn will probably, before 
his return, visit the Continent of Europe, 
and extend his journeyings as far as the 
Holy Land. In this case he may be 
absent for a year, and the readers of the 
Presbyterian will be favoured with many of 
his characteristic and graphic letters. We 
hope he may have the prayers of our 
readers for his preservation and safe return. 
On Saturday morning, before embarking, 
a meeting was held in the Presbyterian 
Church in Grand street, (the Rev. Dr. 
Thomson’s) New York, to commend to the 
blessing of God these brethren. The Rev. 
Dr. Stevenson, one of the Secretaries of 
the American Tract Society, presided. 
The meeting was opened by singing the 
hymn commencing— 
“ Blest be the tie that binds.” 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds, 
Is like to that above.” 


After the reading of the 91st Psalm, prayer 
was offered by Mr. Robert Carter. The 
pastor of the church, the Rev. Dr. Thom- 
son, made some opening remarks, in which 
he said it was an apostolic. custom to com- 
mend unto the grace of God the brethren 
who were sent forth, many instances of this 
being found in the Acts of the Apostles, 
and it was in conformity to these examples 
that this meeting had been called. In 
speaking of the voyage, he alluded to the 
curious fact that even sea sickness is de- 
scribed in the 107th Psalm. 

After prayer by Mr. William E. Dodge, 
some remarks were made by the Rev. Dr. 
Murray. He alluded to the fact that Dr. 
Leyburn and himself were the only dele- 
gates who were able to go, out of the large 
number of clergymen and laymen who had 
been appointed by the General Assembly. 
One of them, the late Dr. James W. Alex- 
ander, had been called to a higher Assem- 
bly in a better land; another, the Rev. Dr. 
Van Rensselaer, from failing health, had 
been compelled to seek a Southern clime; 
and the others had been detained at home 
by various circumstances. He said it was 
not on a pleasure trip he was now going 
forth; it was not any personal advantage 
that took him from his family and his flock 
at this time, but he went in obedience to 
the commands of the General Assembly. 
When that duty was done, he would seek 
those places where the Spirit of God had 
been, and was still being poured forth; 
there he would invoke a new baptism of the 
Spirit that he might return to his friends 
and his flock in the fulness of the blessing 
of the gospel of peace. He spoke of Britain 
and America as the great Protestant na- 
tions who, hand in hand, were to carry the 
gospel of Christ to the nations of the earth. 
He said that some were fearful that their 
reception in certain quarters might not be 
so cordial as could be desired. He had no 
fears on this head. The few restless bil- 
lows on the top of the ocean were nothing 
to the great solid body of water that lay 
beneath. In both countries there might be 
some who are disaffected, but the great body 
of the people were united by the strongest 
and most lasting bonds of affection. | 

The Rev. Dr. Leyburn next addressed 
the meeting. He said he had heard much 
of the generosity of the people of New York, 
and this meeting came home to him as its 
best evidence. He would never forget this 
gathering of Christian friends, called to- 
gether to bid them farewell. He hoped 
these friends would follow them with their 
prayers. For himself, he felt the need of 
this, not so much that they might be pre- 
served from danger, or even death itself, as 
that they might be preserved from tempta- 
tion when away from God’s people. His 
visit was not to Great Britain alone. He 
hoped, ere his return, to tread the heights 
of Calvary and Olivet, and to walk the 
streets of Jerusalem. He hoped to visit 
the place where Paul, the great apostle to 
the Gentiles, first saw Jesus, as well as 
other consecrated scenes in the lands of the 
olden time. He said that many years ago, 
when in Europe, he was struck with the 
narrow limit to which the prevalence of 
evangelical religion was confined. Out of 
Great Britain how little was its influence 
felt! France was overspread with Popery 
and Infidelity; even the Protestantism of 
Germany was covered up with Rationalism, 
and a large portion of Switzerland was li-tle 
better, while the rest of Europe was darker 
still. But Britain and America were to- 
gether to fight that great battle of the Lord 
which was soon to come upon the earth, and 
though the struggle might be long and ar- 
duous, yet, with the God of Hosts on our 
side, it was easy to see with whom would be 
the victory. | 

George H. Stuart, Esq., delegate from 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church, then 
spoke. After expressing his gratitude that 
such a meeting had been called, he said he 
hoped that all the Christian friends present 
would pray for an outpouring of the Spirit 
of God on all in the ‘ Adriatic” in this 
voyage—that in the conversion of captain, 
officers, crew, and passengers, it might be- 
come a floating Bethel. 

After some remarks by the Rev. Mr. 
Demarest of Long Island, of the Reformed 
Dutch Church, and prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
Rodgers of New Jersey, the meeting dis- 
persed. 


TWO PAMPHLETS. 


E have received from Scotland two 
pamphlets, published there by the 

Rev. Benjamin J. Lowe of the Pres- 
byterian Church in this country, in re- 
ply to Dr. Guthrie’s speech and letter. 
Mr. Lowe heard Dr. Guthrie’s enraged 
speech, and is the gentleman to whom Dr. 
Guthrie coarsely refers as the “spy” who 
had given us our priv information. 
From Mr. Lowe we never received any 
information of any kind, until we received 
his printed pamphlets. The Doctor was 
about as far mistaken in his “guess” on 
this point as he wasin making Jonathan 
Edwards utter certain sentiments twenty 
years after he was in his grave. Mr. Lowe 
has written with great truth and fearless- 
ness, and his pamphlets do not mince mat- 
ters. Dr. Guthrie is’ treated with just 
severity. One sentence we must copy as 
expressing our own views of the _perti- 
nacity and obstinate blindness of the 
Scotch in reference to the true state of 
the slave question:—« Whenever I hear 
the subject of slavery mentioned here I 
think of the dense fog which continually 
envelopes the country. Figuratively and 
comparatively speaking, four times as deep 
and dense as the literal fog of this coun- 
try, is the fog that here envelopes the 
subject of slavery. The last-named fog is 
much worse than the other also, inasmuch 
as the other we can dissipate; we can light 


dle, no sun, or moon, or stars can dissipate 
or relieve. The truth concerning this sub- 
ject, no tongue, no trumpet, no seven thun- 

ers cd#n make them hear or understand; 
for who so deaf as those who will not hear? 


— 


and who so blind as those who will not | 


see?’”’ 


REVISED BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. | 


HE articles published in our columns 

long since from Conservative” 
on the Revised Book of Discipline, con- 
tain most of the exceptions which have . 
been urged against it. The April number 
of the Southern Presbyterian Review has a 
second article from the pen of Dr. Thorn- 
well, defending the Committee’s work. 
We very sincerely wish it were in our 
power to re-publish the entire article, or at 
least a large portion of it, but the space it 
would require is more than we can devote 
to that purpose. 

The points upon which Dr. Thornwell 
touches are—l. The proper subjects of 
judicial prosecution. 2. The standard of 
offences. 3. Cases without process. 4. The 
right of inquest. 5. Appellate jurisdic- 
tion. These, we believe, embrace almost 
the entire changes proposed by the new 


|} Book. In some of the positions taken in 


the Review we cannot entirely concur; but 
as regards the views of the writer on the 
first-mentioned topic, we are persuaded that 
he is on the right ground. 

It will be remembered by our readers 
that the new Book provides that baptized 
non-communicants shall not be subject to 
judicial prosecution. It does not by any 
means ignore the church-membership of 
such persons, as some have imagined. It 
leaves that relation untouched, and fully 
recognizes all baptized children of the 
Church as belonging to the company of her 
members. Nor does it deny the Church’s 
right of discipline over them. The only 
question is as to the method of administer- 
ing that discipline, and the extent to which 
it may be carried. It is simply whether or 
not they shall be dealt with precisely in the 
same manner with tbog9 who have made a 
profession of their faith, and thus, by their 
own voluntary act, confessed their amena- 
bility to the Church’s jurisdic-tion. 

Dr. Thornwell maintains with the new 

Book that the profession or non-profession 
of faith makes such a difference in the 
ecclesiastical status of church-members, 
that it would be absurd to apply indiscrimi- 
nately to -both classes the same form of 
discipline; that the mode of judicial prose- 
cution is proper for believers, but alto- 
gether inconsistent with the status of 
avowed unbelievers; that the two classes 
are not equally related to the idea of the 
Church; that the class of professors per- 
tains to its essence, whilst that of non- 
professors is an accidental result of the 
mode of its organization. For instance, 
there can be no Church at all where there 
is no professed subjection to the authority 
of Christ; but there may be a Church, 
and in the millenial state, perhaps there 
will be, in which all are saints. If every 
baptized unbeliever should become a true 
follower of Christ, it would not mar the 
integrity of the Church; but if all who are 
professed believers should be removed from 
it, the Church, as a visible institute, would 
be destroyed. There is obviously, there- 
fore, a marked difference in the status of 
the two classes. 
- To baptized non-professors the Church 
holds the relation of a watchful guardian, 
and prayerful, faithful instructor. They 
are her children, and as such she must edu- 
cate them. They are heirs of promises 
which they have not yet embraced, and 
must be trained to a proper sense of their 
privileges, and persuad@d and induced by 
every lawful means to. accept the grace 
which has been signified and freely offered 
them in baptism. But as such, it is asked, 
is she not to exercise discipline over them ? 
Certainly; and she does. She treats them 
in this aspect of their case, as she does all 
others who are impenitent and unbelieving. 
She excludes them from the communion. 
She utters this solemn protest against their 
continued impenitence, and thus acquits 
herself of all participation in their sins. 
It is a standing censure. 

There is a very palpable incongruity in 
going further than this, and subjecting 
non-professors to judicial prosecution. In 
order to that mode of discipline, specific 
offences must be charged, and this very 
circumstance would imply that in other 
respects their conduct is blameless. You 
single out certain actions, and say these are 
wrong and must be punished; implying, of 
course, that but for these the agent would 
be a worthy church-member. But is such 
the fact? Is not the whole life of these 
persons asin? Are they not dead in tres- 
passes and sins? All that the Church can 
do in these premises is just to do that 
which she actually does, place them among 
the impenitent, and thus by excluding 
them from the society of the living, utter 
her standing testimony against their nature 
as well as their acts, practically pronoun- 
cing them as in every view unworthy of 
the kingdom of God. 

Moreover, judicial prosecution against 
non-professors would be vain and frivolous. 
The highest censure which the Church 


.could be authorized to inflict on such per- 


sons would be permanent exclusion from 
the sacraments. But this is already their 
position. To inflict this censure, therefore, 
upon a non-baptized professor, with all the 
formalities of a trial, would seem to be little 
less than an absurdity. After all your for- 
midable process, you leave him precisely 
where you found him; that is, excluded 
from all the blessings of the communion of 
saints. The baptized non-professor is actu- 
ally in the very position in relation to the 
sacraments and communion of the Church, 
in which excommunication puts the pro- 
fessing offender. The key is turned, and 
botb are shut out from the inner sanctuary. 

If it be contended that the Church may 
exercise an excommunication which would 
wholly sunder the tie between the baptized 
non-professor and herself, and thus make 
him a stranger and an alien, putting him 
once more in the condition of the non-bap- 
tized, then this would require that the of- 
fender thus disciplined should be re-bap- 
tized, if ever he should profess penitence 
and faith. But who is ready to avow such 
a doctrine as this? 

It may well be asked, therefore, what 
conceivable end could be gained by a judi- 
cial prosecution. The offences of such 
persons bring no scandal upon the name of 
Christ, because they do not profess to be 
governed by his Spirit, nor to be subject 
to his laws. If the object be by this means 
to enforce upon them more effectively their 
guilty condition, then you are turning cen- 
sure into a form of preaching, and making 
it a part of the ministry of the word. You 
a.e making it the key cf knowledge and 
not the key of government; and this is 
precisely the position the new Book main- 
tains—that the Church owes it to these 
persons to train them, teach them, warn 
them, and persuade them by every motive 
of the gospel to repent and believe. The 
only difference is that the new Book does 
not confound teaching and government, 
nor, when it is designed only to preach, it 
does not propose to dispense sermons in 
the form of judicial decrees. Government 
and teaching are certainly inseparably con- 
nected; but even where judicial admonition 
is resorted to, which is the mildest penalty of 
the Church, the non-baptized professor is 
not in a proper condition to receive it, in- 
asmuch as he can do nothing whose ill- 
desert is short of suspension. 

The true principle as to the whole mat- 


ter is that upon which the new Book is | 
based, that the mode-of dealing with the 
members of the Church, as with the mem- 
bers of the State or any other organized 
society, must be determined, not by the 
simple fact of membership, but by the state 
and quality of the persons. Moreover, the 
duty of the Church in relation to these peo- 
ple is to seek their conversion to God, and 
as to this end it must be obvious that cen- 
sures are particularly incongruous. 

Dr. Thornwell also shows at some length 
that the principle of the new Book is not 
only right in itself, but that it has received 
the consent of the whole Reformed Church, 
and been either directly or indirectly main- 
tained by its ablest theologians. 

We have given in the foregoing a synop- 
sis of that portion of Dr. Thornwell’s able 
article relating to this one topic, doing it, 
however, as we are well aware, great injus- 
tice. But we wish our readers to have the 
benefit of what he has said, even though it 
be in an imperfect form. They should 
hear both sides. We especially wish that 
every member of the coming General As- 
sembly could read and ponder the whole 
argument. We are well persuaded that 
whenever the attempt is made to enforce 
judicial prosecutions against persons who 
make no profession of faith in Christ, or 
subjection to the Church’s jurisdiction, it 
will be found to be embarrassed on every 
hand with difficulties, and eminently dis- 
tracting and disastrous. 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION. 


E regret to see a continued disposition, 
on the part of a few brethren, to 
hold this noble Institution before the pub- 
lic as in some not very well defined way 
derelict in duty. One of these gentlemen, 
resident in Philadelphia, has written to 
the North Carolina Presbyterian, virtually 
charging the Board with convealment, and 
all that may be implied under such a sus- 
picion. This, of course, has been copied, 
and it seems to be well understood that if 
the suspicion be sufficiently often repeated 
and endorsed, it must at length awaken 
distrust. This certainly is not a generous 
procedure on the part of professed friends. 
The Board is doing a great and laborious 
work; it is diffusing a rich Christian litera- 
ture throughout the Church; its Executive 
Committee is composed of men of high and 
honourable feeling, who faithfully attend to 
their duty; and it is a humiliating, as well 
as painful consideration, that their integrity 
should for a moment be doubted. The 
whole concern is open to investigation, and 
although its officers cannot with propriety 
turn aside to auswer every newspaper writer 
whose chief vocation may be to find fault, 
yet they recognize their responsibility to 
the General Assembly, where they are pre- 
pared to meet every definite charge, and to 
abide the verdict of the Church in its high- 
est judicatory. 

The writer in the North Carolina Pres- 
byterian charges that the Board studiously 
withholds from the Church a full and ex- 
plicit account of its resources, operations, 
and present condition; or, in other words, 
that it refuses to exhibit a yearly balance 
sheet, technically so called. With what 
truth this averment is made will appear 
from the published reply of the Corres- 
ponding Secretary, the Rev. Dr. Schenck. 
Writing to the North Carolina Presbyte- 
rian, he says: 

_ “Your correspondent in the paper already 

referred to, and whose article is chiefly oc- 
cupied about the importance of a balance- 
sheet from the Board, has entirely failed to 
tell your readers that he made that same 
statement substantially to the last General 
Assembly. He has also failed to state that 
it was there replied, first by a member of 
the Assembly and afterwards by the Secre- 
tary of the Board, that that balance sheet 
was then in the house; that it had every 
year been carried to the Assembly precisely 
in accordance with a rule adopted by that 
body years before; that it had been placed 
along with the Annual Report and a variety 
of other documents in the hands of the 
Committee of the Assembly on this Board 
for their examination, (a statement confirm- 
ed on the spot by the Rev. Dr. Chapman of 
North Carolina, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee.) He has also failed to state that the 
Secretary held up this balance-sheet (not 
‘the little abstract of the cash account’) in 
his hand when speaking, and said it would 
be read instantly if the Assembly desired it, 
and that the reading was not called for.” 


— 


THE JAPANESE AMBASSADORS. 


HE visit of the Japanese Ambassadors 
to this country, an account of whose 
arrival will be found in our Domestic News, 
will undoubtedly mark an important era in 
the history of Christianity in the Kast. It 
is the first embassy that has ever left that 
country for a Christian land. It is true 
that in 1584 two Ambassadors arrived at 
Rome, accredited by the kings of some 
small provinces to Pope Gregory XIII. 
During their absence the government was 
revolutionized. The Jesuit missionaries 
who had entered in 1542 were expelled in 
1587, and Japan was closed against all 
Christians except the Dutch, who were al- 
lowed a restricted trade in a single port. 

So it remained till the negotiations of 
Commodore Perry were instituted in 1853, 
which resulted in opening the principal 
ports to all nations, and the removal of re- 
atrictions from missionary labour. Our 
missionaries are already there, and have 
been received without distrust; and we 
augur that the visit to our shores of so large 
an embassy will so cement the friendly 
union between the two nations, that no 
narrow-minded policy will hereafter be al- 
lowed to interfere with those efforts that 
are likely to be put forth to Christianize 
that interesting nation. In connection 
with this subject, it is a singular fact that 
until now the penalty was death to any 
native who should leave the [slands; and 
now the whole policy of the government 
has been so revolutionized that it has sent 
forth the largest and most imposing embas- 
sage known to modern times. 

The Embassy consists of two Princes of 
the highest Japanese rank, and two others 
of nearly equal eminence. This double 
delegation is strictly in accordance with the 
national custom. The government of Ja- 
pan is duplicate, a spiritual Emperor occu- 
pying the first nominal station in the land, 
while a temporal ruler, called the Tycoon, 
holds in his hands the real authority. In 
their diplomatic intercourse with foreign 
countries, the movements of the Japanese 
have all been conducted by two officials, 
one representing the order of nobility es- 
tablished by the temporal chief, the other 
acting on the part of the more ancient order 
which originated with the spiritual dynasty, 
and possessing the right of censorship over 
his colleague, to whom, generally, the prin- 
cipal management of affairs is confided. 


— 
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DR. CHEEVER AND SCOTLAND. 


and characteristic letter from Dr. 
Cheever, to his sympathizers in Scotland, 
in which there is enough to enlighten the 
minds of reasonable men to the true posi- 
tion which he occupies in this country. 


from whom he has extorted violent speech- 
es and solid cash. To show them his hero- 
ism, he even denounces his friends of the 
Independent and the Anti-Slavery Tract So- 


them that he has very few even in his own 
Church who are willing to listen to him. 
But even this last material fact, which 
so singularly demonstrates his total loss of 
influence even among those who once acted 
with him, would only tend to strengthen 
his position with his Scotch friends. They 
are ready to believe him in asserting that 
among the millions in this country, and the 
scores of thousands of churches and minis- 
ters, he stands alone the representative of 
free speech, and the willing martyr of lib- 
erty! The only bright spot in all America 
for them is Dr. Cheever of New York! 
Such conduct is provocative of derision. 

The Scotch sympathizers have made up 
their minds, and extremely little as they 
know of the question on which they thus 
rashly decide, they will not recede, and are 
unwilling to be informed. They remind us 
of a certain associate Judge in a country 
court in Pennsylvania, it being ucderstood 
that such Judges are not educated lawyers, 
who, on a particular occasion, pronounced 
his opinion after listening but to one side, 
and béing expostulated with on the import- 
ance of having the whole case before him, 
bluntly replied, «« What is the use? I have 
made up my mind, and nothing said on the 
other side can change it.” Our Scotch 
friends are just such Daniels come to judg- 
ment. Their friends, Frederick Douglas 
and George Thompson, both sufficiently no- 
torious, are lecturing in Edinburgh, and 
although the first charges the latter with 
stating wholesale falsehoods, yet even this 
‘‘falling out” of their great oracles does not 
awaken a suspicion that something must be 
wrong. We leave them to enjoy their 
Opinions, especially as they have no man- 
ner of influence in this country either for 
good or evil. 


ORDINATION OF MISSIONARIES.—At a 
meeting of the Presbytery of Huntingdon, 
held at Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, on 
the 11th inst, Mr. D. W. Fisher, and Mr. 
N. A. MacDonald were ordained as Evan- 
gelists, and will soon embark for Siam, as 
missionaries of the Presbyterian Board. 


READING THE GospEL.—By a striking 
coincidence, all the priests of Italy—nay, 
all the priests of the Roman (Catholic world, 
whether in favour or opposed to annexation 
—gave, on the very Sabbath on which the 
voting took place, an unintentional testi- 
mony against separate kingdoms and divided 
States; for it was their duty to read from 
the gospel of the day—St. Luke xi. 17— 
the words, ‘ But he, knowing their thoughts, 
said unto them, Every kingdom divided 
against itself is brought to desolation; and 
a house divided against a house falleth.”’ 


— 


RETIREMENT OF AN Epitor.—In the 
last number of the Herald of Truth the 
Rev. John W. Major announces his retire- 
ment from the editorship of that paper. 
Mr. Major’s post office address will be Gal- 
way, New York. 

CONVERSION OF UNITARIANS IN IRE- 
LAND.—A gentleman in Philadelphia has 
recently received a letter from a friend in 
Ireland, in which, amongst other inter- 
esting facts in regard to the revival there, 


‘it is stated that no less than forty of those 


recently added at the communion in a sin- 
gle church had been Unitarians; and also 
that the two Unitarian Professors in the 
Theological School at Belfast had but one 
student. This is, indeed, cheering news, 
and a very striking illustration of the na- 
ture and power of that wonderful work of 
grace with which Ireland has been visited. 
Deatn oF A MINIsTER.—The Rev. 
Cephas Washburn, missionary agent of the 
Synod of Arkansas, died at Little Rock 
on the 17th ult., at the age of sixty-seven 
years. 
REVIVAL IN SAN Francisco.—At the 
recent communion in Calvary church (Dr. 
Scott’s) San Francisco, California, eleven 
persons were publicly received into its 
membership—eight by profession of their 
faith in Christ, and three by letter from 
other churches. 


For the Presbyterian. 


THINGS IN BALTIMORE. 


Messrs. Editors—The recent meeting of 
the Presbytery of Baltimore was a model in 
its way. A great mass of business received 
the attention of the body, and was quietly 
and satisfactorily disposed of. Members 
did not seem anxious to re-settle all the 
‘‘ereat principles’ conceived to underlie 
each question in hand, but avoided tedious 
discussion. 

Reports from the various churches con- 
cerning the state of religion, given by rule 
of Presbytery in writing, showed that amidst. 
many signs of prosperity, the churches have 
not in general been favoured during the 
year past with the usual number of addi- 
tions upon profession of faith. This may 
be due in part to the large ingatherings two 
years since, which in many instances almost 


congregations. 
the work of training the young Christian 
for effective service is largely going on 
among us. 

The subject of Systematic Beneficence is 
receiving increasing attention. 
plans, differing somewhat in details, yet 


ing these plans, and are about entering 
upon the work. It was thought by some 
that the most effective working of any 
scheme of Systematic Beneficence required 
a fuller co-operation of the deacons than is 
usually enjoyed; and, with a view to such 
co-operation, a Committee was appointed by 
Presbytery to prepare a paper, accurately 
defining the duties of the deacons, particu- 
larly in matters of benevolence extending 
in their application beyond the sphere of 
the individual congregation. An order was 
passed, instructing the Stated Clerk to pro- 


Reports of our Boards and of the Church 
Extension Committee. 


issued weekly instead of monthly. 


little inclined to favour those resolutions as 


tos, $5; J. M. W., $2.50; A Mite, from a 
Lady, $1. 


any memfers of the body, that such a vote 


HE. Edinburgh Witness contains a long» 


He holds himself up as the sole martyr for | 
free speech, and seems to delight in play-! fith Owen aud the Third Church. 
ing upon the. gullibility of the gentlemen | 


ciety of Boston; in fact, he tells them he | 
is about the only man in America that has | 
the daring and boldness to speak out the | 
whole truth, forgetting, however, to tell | 


exhausted the unconverted portions of our | 
It is truly to be hoped that | 


Admirable 


substantially alike, are before many of our 
churches, and are bringing in enlarged con- | 
tributions; while other churches are adopt- | 


cure for each ruling elder and deacon in all | 
our churches a copy of the next Annual | 
sorry to add, a few who ought to know bet- 
Also an overture | 
was addressed to the Assembly, asking that | 
the Home and Foreign Record might be | 


——- 


In regard to the resolutions to be submit- | 
ted to the next Assembly, looking to a re- | 
construction of the Boards, the Presbytery, | 
without discussion, voted, in about so many | 
words, that they disapprove them. It was | 
thought by some, who, perhaps, were as 


would have little moral force—that it seem- 
ed to exhibit the inconsiderate promptness 
of the English student applying for admis- 
sion to the University, who, when asked 
whether he would subscribe the Thirty-nine 
Articles replied, ‘‘O yes, forty of them if 
you please.” 

_ Presbytery dissolved the pastoral relation 


between the Rev. Thomas E. Peck and the 


Central church, and between the Rev. "4 
Mr. 
Peck accepts a Professorship in the Union 
Seminary at Prince Edward, Virginia; and 
Mr. Owen takes an agency for the State 
Sunday-school Union. | 

The presence of the Rev. Dr. Musgrave, 
one of the Secretaries of the Board of Do- 
mestic Missions, formerly and for a long 
time a member of our body, added interest 
to its sessions. His counsels were highly 
valued, and his reminiscences of early times 
were exceedingly pleasant. 

We miss from our meetings the brethren 
of the District of Columbia, but consent to 
their absence, and to a breaking up of Pres- 
byterial associations, simply because we be- 
lieve with them that the interests of our 
cause demanded the erection of the Presby- 
tery of the Potomac. This young Presby- 
tery has grown considerably by the acquisi- 
tion of a slice of territory from the Presby- 
tery of Winchester, and to this we trust the 
brethren of Winchester will submit as 
gracefully as did we of Baltimore to our 
affliction in the first instance. 

The spirit of church extension has not 
ceased in our city. The Fourth Church, 
whose accommodations are very limited, 
have purchased a most eligible building lot 
in the western part of the city, in the midst 
of an excellent and growing population, and 
ile erecting at once a large and com- 

ortable edifice. 
demanded by the wants of our people and 
the prospects for our cause. 

The rowdyism of our city is beginning to 
hide its diminished head, under the new 
regime in our criminal court. Should the 


new police arrangements be carried out, it: 


is believed that Baltimore will be one of the 
most orderly cities in the Union. 

What we need most of all is a stronger 
Christian influence to be exerted upon all 
our population, and it is a matter for con- 
gratulation that our Presbyterian denomina- 
tion seems to be advancing to a position 
here, side by side with the more powerful 
denominations first on the ground, and once 
almost wholly occupying the field. 

| REPORTER. 


A VISIT TO FATHER CHINIQUY. 


[CORRESPONDENCE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN. ] 
Cuicaco, Illinois, April 17, 1860. 

Messrs. Editors—The Presbytery of Chi- 
cago has just closed its spring sessions in 
Kankakee City. Many things made this 
an important and deeply interesting meet- 
ing. Here is a large Canadian French 
population, and many families have united 
in the great Protestant movement jnaugu- 
rated at St. Anne’s by the Rev. Charles 
Chiniquy. A church has been organized, 
and is under the care of Presbytery. On 
the second evening of our sessions we paid 
an informal visit to this flock, and exhorted 
its members to faithfulness and persever- 
ance. A young Frenchman has been 
preaching to them with much acceptance 
and success. {le was presented by. the 
Rev. Mr. Staples as a candidate for the 
ministry, and after a thorough and satisfac- 
tory examination was licensed to preach the 
gospel to this people. He is a young man 
of great promise. . | | 

On Thursday morning, at 10 o'clock, 
Presbytery took a recess, and carriages hav- 
ing been provided, the members went to St. 
Anne’s, upon the urgent solicitation of Mr. 
Chiniquy, in order to visit that flock also. 
Arriving about 12 M. the first order of the 
day was dinner, which being discussed much 
to the satisfaction of all present, we repaired 
to the place used for divine worship. It is 
a large building, in the form of an L, and 
utterly unfit and insufficient for the congre- 
gations which assemble in it. It was soon 
densely packed, seats and aisles, sitting and 
standing room all occupied. Good judges 
supposed there could not be fewer than a 
thousand people in it, men, women, and 
children. Many young people, bright, in- 
telligent looking boys and girls, mingled 
with the mature and the gray-headed. 
Such a sight I never saw. A few months 
since all these minds were under the dark 
pall of Roman superstition; now they read 
the Bible for themselves, and hear it faith- 
fully and earnestly explained by Mr. Chi- 
niquy. 

The services began by singing a French 
canticle, and I, for one, was taken all aback 
by hearing Old Hundred done in French. 
This surprise was not decreased by hearing, 
for the second canticle, the tune usually 
sung to the missionary hymn, 

“From Greenland’s icy mountains.” 

What changes this people must have ex- 
perienced, and how thoroughly must they 
have yielded up their old prejudices and 
modes of worship! Addresses were then 
made by several brethren, and interpreted 
by Mr. Chiniquy. All ears were open, and 
all eyes were fixed upon the speakers. Not 
a few were in tears. 

Before closing, a most affecting scene 
was developed. Mr. Chiniquy, in his ad- 
dress to Presbytery, after stating the grounds 
upon which he became a’ Presbyterian, and 


| upon which, also, his people united with 


him, dwelt upon the kindness with which 
they had been received, and the open-hand- 
ed, large-hearte@ benevolence with which 


their wants had been supplied, and then |. 


added, ‘‘Many of my dear people are still 
suffering, and will require further help un- 
til the harvest. Many, too, are likely to 
lose their little property for want of means 
to take up the mortgages about to be fore- 
closed.”’ ‘‘To let you see,” said he, ‘‘ some- 
thing of the state of things, let those about 
to lose their farms, unless speedy help can 
be obtained, lift up their right hands,” 
when, in all parts of the house, a large 
number of hands were uplifted. “Then,” 
said he again, ‘let those of you that need 
help in food and raiment until the harvest 
hold up their right hands,” and a much 
larger number was presented. . Nearly two- 
thirds of this people are suffering for daily 
bread and for raiment in which to appear at 
the house of God! Tears came unbidden. 
Long will the brethrén remember that 
scene! | 

Much scepticism prevails upon this ques- 
tion, and many ask, how can these peor'e be 
so destitute when others are not? What a 
question in the actual presence of want! 
Others do suffer, but not in such numbers, 
nor in quite so helpless a condition. Take 
a single example:—A pastor of this Presby- 
tery told me a short time since, ‘ Brother 
H., there is suffering all over this country. 
I visited one of my elders some time ago, 
and actually, though living on a good farm, 
he had nothing with which to feed my horse, 
having turned out his own horses to pick 
where they could, and had the greatest diffi- 
culty to get bread and clothing for his 
family.” And another told me he could 
not get to church fur want of an overcoat to 
protect him from the cold. 

No one, indeed, can form an {dea of the 
difficulties pressing upon the people in this 
north-western region, unless on the ground, 
and observant of the facts developed around 
him. Romaniste and Infidels, and, I am 


ter, endeavour to discredit the fact of want 
and suffering among the French colonists, 
but no candid man, having suitable oppor- 
tunity of judging, can deny either. Yet 
while this people are in this condition they 
dislike to beg, and many say, Give us work, 
give us work, and we can get along. 

They would rather work than beg, but 
must even beg rather than die. They need 


help in temporal things, but they need it |, 


also in spiritual. They need a good classi- 
cal school in Freach, to train young men 


This step was urgently | 


| 


for the ministry. They need some eight or 


ten churches to accommodate.those who 
have come out of the Church of Rome with 
places of worship. These must be built, 
and the building of these would furnish 
work for many. The Presbyterian Church 
seems to be called upon, in the providétice 
of God, to furnish these necessary things. 
Shall they, can they be furnished? 

The Presbytery of Chicago, under the 
pressure of a necessity which it could not 
ignore nor evade, has appointed a committee 
of general superintendence, with power to 
arrange for an academy, and, if possible, 
the building of these churches. The Head 
of the Church has permitted this great Pro- 
testant movement to take place in our 
bounds, and has laid the work upon our 
hands. Faithfulness demanded that we 
enter the breach, and stand in our lot. It 
is hoped the General Assembly will inaugu- 
rate a new department in her schemes of 
labour for the conversion of the world, and 
= her efforts in behalf of Papal adhe- 
rents and countries more distinct and vigor- 
ous. Of this action of the Presbytery, how- 
ever, you will hear more, and officially, from 
other persons. The Presbytery has a great 
responsibility to meet. The whole Papal 
population of Canada and the United States 
is now open to the gospel, in a manner 
wholly unknown before. At least a million 
of souls are now virtually asking the bread 
of life at our hands, who never heretofore 
have been accessible. I pray God we may 
have grace tobe faithful. 

Yours very truly, A. Hi. 


For the Presbyterian. 


THE MIXED MULTITUDE. 


Upon the expiration of the prophetic 
‘¢four hundred and thirty years” of Israel’s 
sojourn in Kgypt, even the self-same day 
it came to pass that the bondage of the 
Hebrew Church was effectually broken, 
and all the hosts of the Lord went out 
from the land of their vassalage—a nation 
of jubilant freemen. Not an hour beyond 
the time long before appointed for their 
national exodus was their liberation de- 
ferred. In due time the God of their 
fathers appeared, and by a mighty hand 
interposed for the rescue of his own people. 

And they went out of the house of their 
bondage, not like a band of runaways, but 
a triumphant army marching forth as from 
a besieged city, laden with the spoils of 
victory; not as fugitives stealing away 
from service, captivity, or retribution, but 
as a confederation of tribes, upon whom 
the spirit of freedom had descended, and 
who, without striking a blow with any 
carnal weapon, stood still to see the salva- 
tion of God, and then walked forth in that 
splendid highway of emancipation, which 
Providence and miracle had opened up for 
them; their late masters not only acquies- 
cing, but, dismayed at the mustering ter- 
rors of the Almighty, insisting on the 
departure, so often and stoutly refused. 

Without actual conflict, and all unused 
to battle, yet went they forth with all the 
honours of victory crowding upon them; 
not sent away empty, but accompanied by 
numerous flocks and herds, and carrying 
such utensils and jewels as they desired; 
not unattended, but in their march to 
encounter the rigours of the desert, escort- 
ed by a mongrel retinue. A great mixture, 
a mixed multitude went up also with them. 

For the moment, then, it might seem 
that the popular heart of Egypt was with 
the heaven-favoured tribes. But though 
the accession of such a throng to their 
numbers may possibly be esteemed compli- 
mentary, it proved withal to be the source 
of great annoyance-and serious mischief, 
retarding the progress and increasing the 
guilt of the Pilgrim Church, as well as 
multiplying the embarrassments of their 
magnanimous leader. 

It becomes, then, a matter of interest to 
inquire who these were, that at so wonder- 
ful an epoch in Jewish history were so free 
to consort with the hosts of the Lord? 
Perhaps there were among them the de- 
scendants of those ancient retainers ‘of the 
patriarchs, who, (as suggested by a recent 
writer in the Princeton Review) probably 
accompanied the progenitors of the twelve 
tribes in their migration from Canaan to 
Egypt. These at the time of the Exodus 
would be no inconsiderable number, and 
must have been more or less closely allied 
to the Hebrew interest. Be this as it may, 
it seems to be implied in the incidental 
mention made of them that they were not 
thorough-bred Hebrews. And the peculiar 
descriptive applied to them would indicate 
that the motives swaying them were various. 

They were a promiscuous throng of those 
who had been associated with or related to, 
or were by some means interested in the 
Israelites. Some, perhaps, were swept 
along by the great commotion that doubt- 
less ensued upon the last deadly plague, 
and the immediate flight of so vast a host 
from Egypt. Some were idlers, ready to 
flow with the popular current, whither- 
soever the tide might take them. Others 
followed, as they were inclined by various 
neighbourhood ties. Some, perhaps, were 
related to the Hebrews by intermarriage, 
and were unwilling to rupture the ties of 
affection, affinity, friendship, locality, or 
calling, subsisting between them. 


It is likely that many fled from Egypt 


through fear, and were content to abandon 
a country so completely shorn of its boasted 
glory and interest to them, and at that time 
presenting a scene of such fearful desola- 
tion. Under a poignant sense of bereave- 
ment, and at the impulse of vague terror, 
they took leave of a land that had already 
become the grave of their dearest kindred, 
their property, and their hopes. 

Some were of a roving disposition, 
pleased with change, and willing to try 
new scenes and associations, hoping to de- 
rive to themselves some benefit from the 
prosperous turn in the affairs of the He- 
brews. They loved to be in the ascendant, 
and were ready to take advantage of the 
crisis to mount the flood tide which might 
bear them on to better fortune and happier 
days. They followed in the wake of the 
visible Church, supposing thereby to ad- 
vance their interests and improve their 
outward condition, but with no idea of 
self-denial in religion, or thought of suffer- 
ing affliction with the people of God. 

Others went up from mere curiosity, 
desiring to witness some strange develop- 
ment, anxious to see what would happen to 
this peculiar people, and how an exodus of 
such wonderful and auspicious begionings 
would eventuate. They went out in the 
wilderness to see a sign, to watch for won- 
ders, to observe the miracles and divine ia- 
terpositions that might be anticipated, or, 
perhaps, to be present at the much talked 
of sacrifice to Jehovah which the Hebrew 
leaders proposed to offer in the desert. 

We miay suppose, too, that som >-of them 
were partially instructed in the +rae reli- 
gion, and might pass for proselytes to the 
Hebrew faith, though of variouswdegrees of 
stability. And a few there may have been 
who in heart were one with the Church, 
and who, though not yet of the circum- 
cision, were Israelites indeed, in whom was 
no guile. : 

It is obvious, then, that this throng of 
followers of the ancient Church was a sin- 
gular mixture of incongruous eléments, a 
multitude of restless spirits, to appearance 
adopting the company, life, and portion of 
religious pilgrims, yet not really in unison’ 
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with the people of God. With some sort: 
of a connective to the visible Church, the 
were mainly aliens, a species of tares among 
the wheat, an odious and hurtful excres- 
cence on a really beautiful and thrifty or- 
ganism. 

And the like phenomenon has appeared 
in-every era of religious history. So that 
to this day there are persons professing to 
look with favour upon, or holding some 
kind of connection with the earthly Church, 
with perhaps a name to live, but spiritually 
lifeless, with a sort of family interest in, or 
a social alliance with the sons of God, who 
yet are not of the true Israel, but who avail 
themselves of their peculiar position or re- 
lation to work immense harm to the house- 
hold of faith. Of some of these we may. 
hereafter have a few things to say. 


J. E. N. 


( To be contiuued.) 


~ 


For the Presbyterian. | 


Dedication at Tuckerton, New Jersey. 


The new Presbyterian church of Tucker- 
ton, Burlington county, New Jersey, was 
dedicated to the service of Almighty God 
on Wednesday, the 4th inst. The dedica- 
tion sermon was preached in the morning 
by the Rev. Moses Williamson of Cold 
Spring, who was assisted in the services “by 
the Rev. Jonas C. Chew of the Tuckerton 
Methodist Episcopal Church. The dedica- 
tion prayer was offered by.the Rev. Allen 
H. Brown of May’s Landing; and after- 


| wards a statement was made of the progress 


and prospects of the enterprise, showing 
that the effort to build up a Presbyterian 
church in that region has been blessed. 
Mr. Brown preached in the afternoon, and 
Mr. Williamson that evening and the next. 
Subsequently, Mr. Brown continued eve- 
ning services the rest of the week, and 
preached twice on the Sabbath, adminis- 
tering also the Lord’s Supper. 

This enterprise was commenced in ear- 
nest about eighteen months ago. Within 
about that time two respectable congrega- 
tions have been gathered, one at Tuckerton, 
the other at Bass river, six miles distant; 
one church bas been organized, and another 
is ready for organization; two flourishing 
and important Sabbath-schools have been 
formed and sustained, and two Bible-classes 
kept up; the preaching of the gospel has 
been supplied in both places every other 
Sabbath; and a neat, commodious frame 
edifice has been erected at Tuckerton, cost- 
ing, with the lot, church furniture, c., 
about four thousand dollars, an amount 
which has been so nearly provided for as 
to leave little doubt of the congregation’s 
being soon entirely free from debt. They 
have made great efforts, their case has 
been kindly regarded by many liberal 
friends, and the prospect of increase and 
abundant success is at present very grati- 
fying. TUCKERTON. 


Geclesiastical Record. 
cclestastical Arecord, 

The pastoral relation between the Rev. Tho- 
mas E. Peck and the Central Presbyterian 
Church of Baltimore has been dissolved, he 
having accepted a Professorship in the Union 
Theological Seminary. His post office address 
is Hampden Sydney College, Prince Edward 
county, Virginia. 

The Rev. H: M. Robertson has accepted a 
call to the First Presbyterian church of Fond 
Du Lac, Wisconsin. His post office address is 
changed 4rom Juneau to Fond Du Lac, Wis- 
consin. 


WASHINGTON LETTER. 


[CORRESPONDENCE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN. | 


Spring— President- Making—Deba'e on the Homestead 
Bill—Kansas— United States Agricultural Soriety 
—The Sanborn Affair—Mail Facilitie--—The Sena- 
tor from Caltfornia—Duelling. 


Wasuineton, D.C., April 17, 1860. 

Messrs, Editors—The spring is upon us. The 
world is growing green. The fashion and the 
destiny of the earth till next autumn are making 
their appearance. And with the opening spring, 
this year, come the several conventions of the peo- 
ple to nominate candidates for the Presidency, 
which will plant those seeds of a whole long sum- 
mer’s agitation, as surely as any seed now in the 
earth will yield foliage or harvest this summer. 
Several propositions have been made in one House 
or the other to adjourn over these Conventions, to 
meet again late in the month of May, but none has 
yet been agreed to. And yet there is no sign of a 
neglect of the public service in either House. The 
sittings last to unusually late hours of the day, and 
are manifestly characterized by close attention to 
the details of business on the part of a large num- 
ber of the members of both Houses. 

The Senate, on Tuesday, 10th inst., debated the 
Homestead Bill, Messrs. Doouitruz, Mason, and 
Wi1son being the chief participants. The subject 
was resumed on Wednesday, when able and argu 
mentative speeches were delivered by Messrs. 
Jounson of Tennessee, and Wieratt of Texas, with 
the participation of other Senators; when the whole 
subject was re-committed to the Committee on 
Public Lands, to report on the 17th inst. 

An announcement which, in months past, would 
not have shaken the nation to its centre, but quelled 
a good deal of its shaking, may now be made with 
truth, as a matter which has shaken no body that 
we know of—that the House of Representatives 
has passed the bill for the admission of the State 
of Kansas to the Union by a vote of—yeas, 134; 
nays 73. The manager of this measure in the 
House, Mr. Grow of Pennsylvania, stated on its 
passage that the State government to be erected 
wonld have no jurisdiction over the Indian terri- 
tory embraced in the boundaries, without a viola- 
tion of treaties, and a vivlation of an act of Congress 
which was accepted by Kansas when she came 
into the Union; and he also defended that provi. 
sion of the Constitution under which it is proposed 
to admit the new State, which extends the right of 
suffrage to foreign-born residents who have de- 
clared their intention to become citizens. We have 
heard of nothing which can indicate the fate of 
this bill in the Senate. 

On Thursday, 12th inst., the Senate passed the 
bill for the incorporation of what is called the’ 
United States Agricultural Society, but which was 
explained, on its passage, to be a local corporation, 
relating only to the District of Columbia. Being 
engaged that day in-District affairs, they also pass- 
ed a bill amendatory of the Constitutions of the 
Courts of Law of the District; and fell into the 
almost omnipresent slough of the negro question, 
on an amendment to.a bill for public schools, in- 


troduced by Senator Witson of Massachusetts, — 


The amendment proposes to make large donations 
of the public lands to the cities of Washington and 
Georgetown, to create a trust fund, “the income of 
which shal! be for ever devoted to the instruction 
of free children between the ages of five and eigh- 
teen years.” Angry debate arose on this motion 
between the mover and Senator Davis of Missis- 
sippi. 

There was also a debate of much the same style 
and character in the Senate on Friday between 
Messrs. Mason and Sumvyer. on the subject of the 
arrest of Frank B. Sanborn by the warrant of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, and his rescue 
from the officer at Concord, Massachusetts. It is 
hardly necessary to undertake here ‘a statement 
of the facts in this affair. Sanborn was involved 
in the Harper’s Ferry affair with John Brown, 
so far as to be frequently mentioned in the 
letters there brought to light. He was, therefore, 
summoned to appear before the Senate's Com- 
mittee of Investigation. On his refusal voluntarily 
to appear, the Sergeant-at-Arms issued this war- 
rant to bring him, as had been done in the case of 
Mc. Hyatt. After he was taken by the officer, 
the rescue was made by the populace, and finally 
confirmed by a judgment of the Supreme Court of 
that State on the ground, maialy, that the Sergeant- 
at-Arms could not delegate the authority, which 
was vested in him by the warrant, to any other 
person. 

The same subject came up again in the Senate 
yesterday, on the return of the officers who were 
sent for this witness and John Brown, Jr., in Ash- 
tabula, Ohio, giving reasons why they failed to 
bring the witnesses; and the papers, in both cases, 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

- The House of Representatives, on Monday, 16th 
inst. passed a bill to furnish additional mail facili- 
ties; appropriating $400,000 for the purpose of 
putting service on the routes established ‘by the act 
of June 11, 1858, and also appropriating $25,160 | 
to establish mail service in Western Kansas or 
Pike’s Peak. They also passed a joint resolution 
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